
 

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Thursday, 26 May 2016 
 

 
PRESENT: THE MAYOR COUNCILLOR A THOMPSON (CHAIR) 
  
 Councillors: P Dillon, R Beadle, M Brain, L Caffrey, B Clelland, 

P Craig, S Craig, D Davidson, W Dick, S Dickie, C Donovan, 
A Douglas, D Duggan, John Eagle, K Ferdinand, M Foy, P Foy, 
M Gannon, A Geddes, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, M Graham, 
S Green, G Haley, M Hall, J Hamilton, S Hawkins, M Henry, 
M Hood, H Hughes, J Kielty, J Lee, P Maughan, J McClurey, 
J McElroy, C McHatton, C McHugh, E McMaster, M McNestry, 
P Mole, B Oliphant, C Ord, M Ord, I Patterson, S Ronchetti, 
J Simpson, J Turnbull, L Twist, J Wallace, N Weatherley, A Wheeler 
and K Wood 

  
APOLOGIES: Councillors: C Bradley, M Charlton, J Graham, T Graham, J Green, 

L Green, K McCartney, R Mullen and C Simcox 
 
 
 
Father Jeffrey Dodds, from St Philip Neri, Dunston to gave the opening address. 
 
 
CL10   TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD 21 APRIL AND 20 MAY 

2016  
 

 COUNCIL RESOLVED -    That the minutes of the meetings held 21 April and 20 
May 2016 be approved as a correct record. 

 
 

CL11   OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 Cabinet Portfolio Appointments 

  
The Leader confirmed the Cabinet Portfolio appointments, details of which had 
previously been circulated. 
 
 

CL12   PETITIONS  
 

 Councillor Wood submitted a petition on behalf of private hire vehicle drivers about 
the effects of the proposed approach to civil bus lane enforcement in Gateshead. 
 
 
 



 

CL13   QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 

 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
 

CL14   OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMMES 2016-17  
 

 Consideration was given to a report seeking approval of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees work programmes for 2016-17. 
  
COUNCIL RESOLVED -    That the provisional work programmes for the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committees for 2016/2017 be approved. 
 
 

CL15   DOMICILIARY CARE - THE FUTURE MODEL FOR ENABLEMENT AND THE 
RESTRUCTURING OF IN-HOUSE DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICES  
 

 Consideration was given to a report seeking approval of the proposals to retain the 
in-house domiciliary care service while adopting more efficient working 
arrangements and transfer part of it into the enhanced enablement service. 
  
COUNCIL RESOLVED -    That the Council continue to deliver domiciliary care 

services through enablement and longer term provision, 
and for consultations to continue with the trade unions 
and workforce on the application of more efficient 
working arrangements. 

  
 

CL16   CIVIL BUS LANE ENFORCEMENT IN GATESHEAD  
 

 Consideration was given to a report seeking approval of the introduction of bus lane 
traffic contraventions in Gateshead and to set the charge level for the contraventions 
and to nominate a Councillor to the Bus Lane Adjudication Joint Committee. 
  
COUNCIL RESOLVED       i) That the Code of Practice relating to the use of CCTV 

for Civil Parking and Bus Lane Enforcement and 
connected purposes, as set out in Appendix 4 of the 
attached report be approved 

  
ii) That the Constitution be amended to give delegated 
authority to the Service Director, Development, Public 
Protection and Transport Strategy, in consultation with 
the Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, to 
carry out the statutory procedure to introduce and 
operate civil bus lane enforcement and to make such 
technical amendments to the Council’s Code of Practice 
for CCTV Enforcement as may be required to comply 
with changes to national legislation or guidance, or 
decisions of the Traffic Penalty Tribunal 

  



 

iii) That the level of Penalty Charge for bus lane 
contraventions at £60 be approved 

  
iv) That the appointment of the Cabinet Member for 
Environment and Transport to the Bus Lane Adjudication 
Joint Committee be noted. 

 
 

CL17   REPORT FROM THE CABINET  
 

 The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the 
Council. 
  
COUNCIL RESOLVED -    That the information be noted  
  
  

CL18   NOTICE OF MOTION  
 

 Councillor Wallace moved the following motion: 
  
“This Council calls on the Chief Executive to produce and bring forward, at the 
earliest opportunity, a briefing for members on the financial implications to 
Gateshead Council of the decision to be a Non-Consenting Authority and to 
withdraw from the North East devolution settlement.  This Council also calls on the 
Chief Executive to arrange a meeting of the Corporate Resources Advisory Group 
so that all members can discuss the contents of the briefing.” 
  
 Councillor M Gannon moved the following amendment: 
  
Delete all after “This council” to “North East devolution settlement” and insert... 
  
“notes that it agreed to the October 2015 “Devolution Agreement” on the 
understanding that government would provide a fair funding settlement to north east 
councils. The council therefore calls on the Chief Executive to produce and bring 
forward, at the earliest opportunity, a briefing for members on the fairness or 
otherwise of the 2016/17 settlement both for Gateshead and the 7 NECA authorities. 
The report should include analysis for the cumulative impact of any unfairness 
across the period 2010 to 2017” 
  
On the amendment being put it was declared to be carried. 
  
The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried. 
  
COUNCIL RESOLVED –  
  
“This Council notes that it agreed to the October 2015 “Devolution Agreement” on 
the understanding that government would provide a fair funding settlement to north 
east councils. The council therefore calls on the Chief Executive to produce and 
bring forward, at the earliest opportunity, a briefing for members on the fairness or 
otherwise of the 2016/17 settlement both for Gateshead and the 7 NECA authorities. 



 

The report should include analysis for the cumulative impact of any unfairness 
across the period 2010 to 2017 North East devolution settlement.  This Council also 
calls on the Chief Executive to arrange a meeting of the Corporate Resources 
Advisory Group so that all members can discuss the contents of the briefing.” 
  
 

CL19   QUESTIONS  
 

 There were no questions received. 
 

 
 
 


